
 

 
 

A Chronicle of the Welfare Amendments and new Universal Credit Bills  



 



 

 
 

Response to welfare reform 
Full article here 

25th March 2025 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/labour-benefit-cuts-pip-universal-credit-disability-welfare-b2720603.html


 
 

Chronic Poster 
Disabled people against cuts’ demonstration against cuts to disability benefits  

26th March 2025 
 



 

 
 

42 Labour MPs speak out against Labour’s cuts to disability benefits 
The Guardian  
8th May 2025 

 
 
 
 





 
 

MPs sign an open letter on cuts to disability benefits 
8th May 2025 

 



 
 

Chronic announce a new poetry series 
 11th May 2025 

 



 
 

Scope release this graphic of figures around people in poverty and proposed cuts  
14th May 2025 

 
 

















 
 

Call to Action 
15th May 2025  



 
Cut Up The Pages  

 
Cut in, cut back, cut up the pages 

Rewind the footage and see all the stages 
That dehumanise and amplifies  

Derogatory notions we’ve come to abide. 
 

Splashed on front pages. Block capital black. 
Tightened assessments where all you lack 

Is just not quite enough. 
Let the love song choke the swan song. 

 
Cut it all up and cut things back, 

Wind up division, and pick up the slack. 
Corruption, we dare not call what it is, 

Eruptions, and all the hopeless dwelling. 
 

In time, who have you come to resent? 
Which disillusion? Which one percent? 

 
Cut in, cut back, cut up the pages 

Rewind the footage and see all the stages 
That dehumanise and amplifies  

Derogatory notions we’ve come to abide. 
 
 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain  

 
19th May 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 



 
 

21st May 2025 
 



 
Cut it up & start again 

 
Cut it up and start again 

Go for the ones not in need. 
Where front and pretence vs fear and reverence, 

Your crime is clearly poverty. 
 

Who bares the weight of risk on our backs? 
The backs already breaking. 

While we cut and slice  
Some more bits for the bite, 

Make up stories on whose been foresaken. 
 

If we can obscure, hide truth in plain sight,  
Crony contracts and palantir. 

Sell sell sell all the data and souls, 
The rest is a thin veneer. 

 
If we can tell them it’s all in their heads rather than invest  

In solutions that find the real problems, yet we’re only bound to regress 
 

To the same old, same old tired lines, 
Of scrounger and of sainted, 

Integrity heals, 
But honesty yields, 

When a twisted picture is painted. 
 
 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain 

 
21st May 2025 

 



 
 

The Canary 
 

21st May 2025 
 



 

 
 

Disability UK Mass Lobby against Benefits Reform 
22nd May 2025 

 
 



 
 

This Shame 
 

Apparently 
We are bankrupting Britain 
One mobility aid at a time. 

We are a burden  
Only useful for a budget sound bite 

We are tired 
Of surviving policy  

Do you hear us 
As we raise our voices from our pillows 

and our wheelchairs? 
Or do you require us to sit outside the city gates  

and bawl with begging bowls? 
This shame 
Is not ours. 

 
 
 

Natasha Little, Actress (The Night Manager, Wolf Hall, Vanity Fair, This Life) with Ehlers 
Danlos Syndrome and Mast Cell Activation Syndrome 

 
25th May 2025 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

Chronic join The Trussell Trust’s call to action on disability benefits cuts 
 

28th May 2025 
 



 
 

Taking the PIP launches: Public figures and The Canary, reported in Disability News Service 
by John Pringle 

 
 28th May 2025 

 
 



 
Austerity by any other name 

 
Loss of prosperity, autonomy, identity, 

Austerity by any other name. 
Gain of shame, guilt, and self-blame, 

Austerity; all the very same. 
 

And greed beyond need always longing for more, 
Too much is never enough.  
Fractions of fractions of 1%, 
Are the same as …all of us. 

 
Loss of clarity, tenderness, charity, 

Austerity by any other name. 
Gain of stories of unreachable glories, 

Austerity; all the very same. 
 

Loss of notions, proclamations, devotions,  
Austerity by any other name, 

But isn’t it easier when we’re all just figures, 
Just figures on a page.  

 
 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain  

 
29th May 2025 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

See recording on our YouTube channel here 

Lisanne Jacobs is a Dutch singer-songwriter and poet whose life imploded mere months after 
she graduated from the Utrecht Conservatory in 2015. Theatre stages were rapidly replaced by 
doctor’s offices and ambition was replaced by a growing sense of despair. She has kept creating 

from bed throughout various stages of illness in the last decade, collaborating with patient 
organisations as well as fellow disabled artists. She likes to explore themes of living loss, 

medical gaslighting, sense-making and the passage of time in her work. In 2023, she won the 
Simon Michaël Coninckx prize with her poem “Pitseleh’ 

29th May 2025 
 

https://youtube.com/shorts/cBM_f_0ZWD4?si=quQMCDGEjLfu3ClG


 

 
 
 
 

Specsavers Home Visits collaborates with Carers UK and artist Colin Davidson to create a 
portrait titled “The Most Valuable Portrait“ 

 
Featuring carer Jaycee La Bouche, who tends to her mother, and has been symbolically valued 

at £184 billion to reflect the immense contributions of over a million unpaid carers. 
 

The project highlights unpaid carers in the UK provide care worth an estimated £184 billion a 
year – the equivalent value of a second NHS.  

 
Labour’s proposed cuts to DWP Personal Independent Payment (PIP) will cut nearly £650 

million in support from around 150,000 carers. 
 

https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2025/05/31/dwp-pip-carers-cuts/ 
 

31st May 2025 
 

https://www.specsavers.co.uk/most-valuable-portrait
https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2025/03/30/dwp-cuts-carers-pip/
https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2025/05/31/dwp-pip-carers-cuts/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The UK government is planning to cut disability payments. Please follow and support 
@chronic_action in their campaign to oppose this. Targeting the most vulnerable in our society 

is not acceptable policy from the government of a country with the sixth largest GDP in the 
world.” 

 
 
 

Pete Bennett artist, musician, writer; climber/coach, founder of Climbing For Wellbeing mental 
health initiative - was born in Blackpool and moved to London in his early 20s. 
Both the hyperreal world of his seaside childhood and the earthy reality of his 

adopted home, workplace and community, London's east end, continue to inform his artwork. 
 

3rd June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

4th June 2025  



 

 
 

The Guardian 
4th June 2025,  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Amidst calls to end the 2 child benefit cap, the Labour government announce expansion of free 
school meals. Prime Minister Keir Starmer described the move as “a down payment on child 

poverty” 
 

5th June 2025 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 





 
 

5th June 2025 
 

 



 
 

Cut Cut Cut Won’t Break Break Break 
 

Cut into the dreams we have, 
Resign them only to sleep. 

Tell stories of heroes and victories, 
The ones afforded escape 

From loopholes and boxes dictating fate. 
Another day boxed in. 

Challenge it all over again. 
 

But don’t put your head above the parapet, 
Anonymity your friend now, a kafkaesque pit. 
And those at the top pulled in every direction, 

Back and forth, the same pendulum, and strange expectations 
 

That to cut cut cut 
Won’t break break break 
The ones on the tightrope  

We give up to make 
Savings already stolen, 

For profit and greed of the few. 
All the many dreams we have 

That are the living proof 
 

That if only we heard each other 
This mountain could be climbed. 
And the blame is manufactured, 

Cuts only truly provide 
Aggression and regression, 

‘cause from the truth we hide 
That all the cuts cuts cuts 
Won’t break break break 

Human spirit that doesn’t subside. 
 
 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain 

 
6th June 2025 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

7th June 2025 



 

 

 
 

Big Issue & The Trussell Trust UK 
 

10th June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

@fight4life.co.uk organise a die-in. Protestors lie on the ground to represent lives lost if 
proposed disability cuts go ahead.  

 
On the green outside the Tate Modern today at 2pm. 

 
 

10th June 2025 
 



 
 

10th June 2025 
 

 



 
 

Cut The Ground 
 

We put some on pedestals 
And wish the best for each other. 

But when it comes to believing the hype 
Cut the ground from under each other. 

 
And the victories and all the prayers prayed 

Bring us all we need. 
‘cause it’s each other we really depend on  

While waiting on brief reprieve 
From judgement and from scrutiny, 

Misrepresented and sidelined. 
Homogenised and generalised, 

It’s not living our best lives. 
 

We root for each other  
And hope for another, 

But tear the roofs out from over each other 
All from instructed, constructed tales 

Designed to make us divide. 
We’re so much more in truth, 

Could be the living proof 
In understanding, make strides. 

 
Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 

illness & chronic pain 
 

10th June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

Read article here Spending Review  
11th June 2025 

 
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/rachel-reeves-spending-review-tax-rises-b2767940.html


 

 
12th June 2025 

 



 
 

Hosted by 
Richard Burgon MP 

 
Panel 

Caitlin Boswell, Tax Justice UK 
Ellen Clifford, Disabled People Against Cuts 

Stephen Kinsella, Patriotic Millionaires  
 

16th June 2025 
 

 



Hold On To Your Heart 
 

I’ll build you a fort there 
With all my gained strength 

When we get to the other side. 
 

And drown you in kisses 
Or superlatives 
Drown out noise 

From a diet of lies. 
 

We’ll call ourselves free, 
Won’t think of bodies 

For surely they won’t need considering. 
 

Only ‘there’ is a dream, 
A glint and a gleam, 

A long way from this incidence. 
 

The truth’s 
Cut back 

To all you lack 
Scars fade with time but slowly. 

 
Cut back cut back 

And pick up the slack 
To who we wanted to be. 

 
Freedom an illusion 

But in all the disillusion 
Don’t lose your heart and soul  

 
So smoke the mirrors down to their cracks 

All of us mere flesh and bone. 
And count out misfortunes and mistakes and love  

Until we’re cut to the bone. 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain 

 
17th June 2025 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

Amnesty UK 
17th June 2025 

 
 



 

 
 

Big Issue 
17th June 2025  



 

 
 

Chronic poster 
18th June 2025 



 
 

Private Eye 
18th June 2025 

 



 
 

Chronic Poster 
Welfare Reform Bill: first reading 

18th June  





 
 

Big Issue 
18th June 2025 







 
 

The Guardian 
18th June 2025 

 





 
 

Richard Burgon MP 
19th June 2025 

 
 



 

 
 

Carers UK Update 
19th June 2025 

 
 



 
Welfare not Warfare, Labour! 

 
You’re bought and sold by donations 

from massive corporations 
and lobbyists who shower you with gifts 
yet while you sip your evening tipples 

those most annoying cripples  
make such noise about their right to welfare lifts. 

They seem to think you’re being tight 
and that their funding’s very slight 
and being cut away at every turn 
They’re clearly wanting to be able 

To put food on their own table 
It’s enough to make your MPs’ stomachs churn. 

 
Your slogan’s different from before 

‘Support the rich and starve the poor’ 
Yet some folk just can’t see what’s very clear 

Cos Trump and Netanyahu 
Will be very happy with you 

For doing what they’ve whispered in your ear 
‘Our ruling’s the best tool 

Don’t bother just how cruel 
The impact is on claimants ‘cross the land 

Seeking jobs is all that matters 
Though it leaves their lives in tatters 

It’s what they’ll have to do, the way things stand’. 
 

Yet your horrible ensnarement 
Won’t protect you from impairment 

as you worship at the altar of your wealth 
Long Covid proves a witness 

nothing guarantees our fitness 
Or that we will stay forever in good health. 

So as you bring in all the trillions 
And pass up to them the billions 

Don’t you even have the slightest twinge of guilt?  
Can’t you break financial chains 

Find humanity again 
Keep the faith with values that old Labour built?  

    
Merry Cross was born with a rare mobility impairment and more or less fell into being a disability 
campaigner in her early 20s. That was also when she started writing poetry. But she considers 
herself to have been lucky, having had a loving family AND the NHS and welfare states at their 
best. So she has had a long and varied career, with most of it focused on the safeguarding of 

disabled children and has now been retired for many years. 
 

Merry Cross 
19th June 2025 



 
MPs Ayoub Khan, Shakat Adams, Jeremy Corbyn, Adnan Hussain, Iqbal Mohamed, Zarah 

Sultana respond to Welfare Bill First Reading 
19th June 2025 

 



 
 





 







 
 

MPs rebel on welfare bill 
23rd and 24th June 2025 

 



Tomorrow  
 

Sleep if you can, sleep 
Try again tomorrow. 

Don’t burn bridges on today. 
 

The stories remembered, 
The heartaches dismembered 

And all is given away.  
 

Centred and rooted 
And oh what a tough skin 

We’re each asked to shed for the part. 
Tomorrow’s beginning 
Is just the ascending 

Hold on to your loves and your heart. 
 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain 

 
24th June 2025 

 



MPs rebel on the bill 
 

Chairs of committees 
And a growing list of MPs 

Are putting up their hands calling “no no no.”  
 

Suddenly a glimmer of hope 
Cruel cuts might not be the antidote  

To the future of millions of complex lives. 
 

‘cause behind the many numbers, 
And assumptions we live under, 

So many are suffering and need support to live. 
Some no longer able and others seeking to give. 

 
So speak up for what you know is right, 
And beyond the doubts have the insight  

Some battles are worth it and often the truth  
Is lost behind stories that deny all proof. 

 
Have hope sometimes faith wins, 
And just as we speak we begin 

To use our voices for something higher, 
Keep your eyes out for the light. 

 
K. Maguire, chronic illness sufferer  

 
24th June 2025 

 



 
 

Reasoned Amendment opposing the Universal Credit and PIP Bill 
 

24th June 2025 
 



 



 



 
 

Full article here 
 

24th June 2025 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/24/labours-benefit-cuts-may-discriminate-against-disabled-women-say-charities


 
 

25th June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

https://chng.it/WhVycws29T 
 

26th June 2025 
 

https://chng.it/WhVycws29T


 

 
 

Mad Youth Organise: online protest 
26th June 2025 

 



 
 

The Disability News Service 
Full article here 

 
26th June 2025 

 

https://www.disabilitynewsservice.com/minister-finally-admits-that-working-age-benefits-spending-is-stable-despite-months-of-spiralling-claims/


 
 

Full article here 
27th June 2025 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2025/jun/27/welfare-bill-cuts-labour-conservatives-keir-starmer-uk-politics-latest-news-updates


 

 
 

Partial u-turn 
27th June 2025 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 

28th June 2025 
 

 



 
Papers & Policies 

 
Cut up the papers and policies, 

In honesty they say little truth, you see. 
The rooster cries out for the break of new day, 

A reestablishment of fears held at bay 
By pills and platitudes, 

Hope drives us on. 
But landmines of regression 

Call on the swan song. 
 

Let down your defences  
But stand for what’s right.  

The road ahead’s a brave and rocky fight. 
 

So cut into the fabric and into the soul, 
Claim sweet nothings and pretend the whole 

Game isn’t stilted, 
An unlevel field, 

The gap a swift chasm, 
The hardness to yield. 

 
Cut up the papers and policies, 

In honesty they say little truth, you see. 
The rooster cries out for the break of new day 
The day when our fears are finally assuaged. 

 
 

Chronic Contributor, Arts, Comedy & Science Social Justice Campaign for disability, chronic 
illness & chronic pain 

 
 

29th June 2025 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
Andy Burnham Speaks Out 

29th June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

Rally in Parliament  
 

30th June 2025 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 



 



 



 
 

Richard Burgon MP’s article in The Guardian 
30th June 2025 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
Nadia Whitome MP’s social media posts 

30th June 2025 
 

 



 

 
 

Zine we collaborated on with Disabled People Against Cuts. Featuring our poem 'Only Unity 
Discovers", a copy of 'Dis Cutz' is held at the Wellcome Collection and was first displayed there 
to time with the second reading of the Universal Credit and PIP Bill opposed by 137 disability 

organisations.  
 

1st July 2025 
 

 

https://dpac.uk.net/
https://wellcomecollection.org/


 
 



 
 

We are proud to have been one of the 138 organisations to back this reasoned amendment. 
See the full story here 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/jun/30/welfare-reforms-could-push-150000-into-poverty-despite-concessions-impact-report-shows?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other


 
See full story here 

 
1st July 2025 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/live/2025/jul/01/welfare-bill-vote-labour-conservatives-keir-starmer-universal-credit-pip-uk-politics-latest-news-updates


 
 
 

3rd July 2025 
 

 





 
 



 



 
 

Letter released re: cuts to EHCPs 
6th July 2025 

 



 



 
 

See full article here 
8th July 2025 

 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jul/08/un-panel-raises-concerns-with-uk-government-over-welfare-bill


 
 

9th July 2025 
 

 



 



 
See full article here 

 
The Canary  

9th July 2025 
 

 

https://www.thecanary.co/uk/analysis/2025/07/09/dwp-adhd-diagnosis/


 
 

Disability Rights UK 
 

9th July 2025 
 

 



 
 

10th July 2025 
 

 





 
 

See full article here 
 

17th July 2025 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/jul/16/keir-starmer-to-remove-labour-whip-from-at-least-three-persistent-rebel-mps

